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received in audience by the King. Mindon, however, tacitly
refused to comply with the British Request, with the result that
from that time to the final withdrawal of the British Representatives
from Mandalay in October 1879, no British Resident was ever
again received in audience, and all business had to be conducted
through the Burmese Minister. This suspension of direct personal
intercourse was naturally inimical to British influence. Though
it was clearly necessary to terminate the degrading ceremony, it
seems to have been a mistake for the Government to have put
a stop to it before they were prepared to insist both on a suitable
form of reception, and on full privilege of access to the King, being
secured to their Representative. It was a weak policy, because it
led us into a not altogether creditable impasse for the last three years
of Mindon's reign ; and, when Thibaw succeeded him, the opportunity
of insisting on an improved status of diplomatic intercourse was lost.
In September 1878 King Mindon died and was succeeded by

his  fourth son Thibaw,   his   two   eldest
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sons,   the    JNyaungyan   and   JMyaungok

Princes taking refuge with the British Resident, and afterwards,
at the request of the Burmese Government, being removed to Cal-
cutta. It was at first hoped that the new King would pay more
respect to British demands, but it soon became evident that things
had, if possible, changed for the worse.

Thibaw started his reign by a bloody massacre of about eighty

Thibaw inaugurates his reign     of his relations, in order to make his seat
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was even made on the two Princes under British protection in
Calcutta. Indignities, which need not be enumerated, began to
be heaped on British subjects, a British mail boat on the Irrawaddy
was seized, the Burmese garrisons in the river forts were increased,
and it was generally clear that the violent party then in power
desired a rupture with the British Government.

The Indian Government now made a display of strength on the
British Frontier, both to maintain peace within our own territory
and to support the Resident in his somewhat critical position.
At the same time they impressed on the British Government the
necessity of addressing an ultimatum to the Burmese King, demand-
ing a change in his policy towards the British, Owing, however, to